TOWN OF LODI

PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
MAY 20, 2015
1.
Call to order & roll call: Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by Peg Ford. Email received from Jeff Tracy at 4:42 PM this afternoon, as follows: “After 12 or 13 years as chairman of this committee I am deciding to resign. Sorry for the last minute notice but it was a tough decision. Good luck to you all.” Commission members present: Peg Ford, Nancy Mitchell, Denise Patterson, Amber Elsing, and Town Board Supervisor/Park Commission Liaison Bob Benson. Also present: Town Chairman Tom Marx, Town Supervisor James Bechen, and Clerk-Treasurer April Goeske.
2.
Introduction of new Town Chairman Tom Marx: I am very interested in the parks, and will give input and suggestions to the commission.
3.
Introduction of Park Commission members: members introduced themselves to each other.
4.
Selection of:


(a) Park Commission Chairperson: Mitchell/Patterson nominate Peg Ford; MC 4-0.

(b) Park Commission Secretary: Patterson/Mitchell nominate Amber Elsing; MC 4-0.
5.
General review of Park Commission: oversee parks, suggestions of equipment, improvevments and repairs, etc… needed at parks. As a commission we have control over the Parks portion of the budget. Goeske – I believe amounts < $500 do not need to be approved by the Town Board, just have to have funds in the budget. Benson – we want our parks to be something the people can be proud of, and safe for all to use.
6.
Park budget 2015: Current remaining balance for 2015 is $18,367. Benson – that’s not to say that is set in stone. 
7.
Current status of all parks: LINDA CIRCLE: Elsing – I’ve been asked why the shuffleboard is no longer painted at the town-owned land on Linda Circle. Patterson – it used to be in such good shape, all it needs is to be painted. Ford – the town never provided any equipment for the shuffleboard, the people who used it brought their own equipment. KALSCHEUR PARK: Elsing – the Kalscheur Park no longer has any swings. Goeske – they’re here in this room, they’ve all been damaged/vandalized. Elsing – and the amount of trash that’s thrown there, a fire pit someone put in there, and a fort that our Park Maintenance person recently removed. Benson – one idea would be to clear the brush out so people can see the park clearly, talk to neighbors of the park regarding watching it. A letter could be sent out to adjacent property owners to remove anything they have encroaching Kalscheur Park property. Maybe get volunteer neighbors to be a stewart to the park. Bechen – maybe a dusk-to-dawn light could be installed at Kalscheur. Need to look at taking down some of the damaged trees and thinning out the rest to make the park more visible. LEWIS BYRNS: Bechen – the lime stone needs to be replaced, it’s nothing but powder right now. Goeske – I think the benches in the dugouts need work too. MICHAEL:  Patterson – the basketball court gets used a lot, I’ve not seen many use the tennis court. Ford – I think the tennis court would get used if it was improved. Last quote I hate was around $10,000 to put a fence around it. Benson – we could look at fixing the asphalt basketball court this year and the tennis court next year. Patterson – one parent mentioned to me that possibly a net could be put at the “entrance” to the lagoon at the end of the park, behind where they play soccer, so that kids don’t chase the ball into the water. Benson – maybe some sort of fence that would be more easily mowed around. OKEE BEACH PARK: Marx – how is the sand? Goeske – the asphalt parking lot is in bad shape. Benson – could take out the asphalt out and just have gravel. CONSERVANCY PARK: Benson – did some patchwork in the walking path last year. Otherwise that park is in good shape. SUMMERS PARK: in good shape. WEBSTER: Mitchell – the swings get used a lot. Neighbors recently did some clearing of the trails, and reseeded with rye grass. Benson – any benches? Mitchell – a neighbor did build 2 Aldo Leopold benches and they will be put in the park. Asking if the town would pay for a chipper to come to that park to chip brush. Benson – suggest you securely chain the benches to a tree or some other secure way. Mitchell – another suggestion was building an gazebo or flat wooden observation deck, as the view is beautiful from there. Maybe a year or two down the road. Benson – I’d pursue that project. Mitchell – it’s a nice walk to this viewing area, and then a beautiful view. Also maybe add a slide to the park. ARBOR VALLEY: Bechen – this is a very nice piece of property. Recently a free library was installed, and the children use it a lot. There’s a nice slide, swings, etc… there. Only about ½ of the property is being used as a park. What would be nice would be to clear some of it and put in a pavilion and maybe a ½ size basketball court. The only complaint is the fact that so many people allow their dogs to run loose in the park; there is no sign stating that dogs must be on leashes. Marx – let people know about volunteering to do projects in our parks. Benson – maybe put receptacles are parks for people to pick up and put in what they clean up after their dog. As far as trees in parks, it’s important that the right trees are planted in the right parks. WILDENBERG: Patterson – it’s a mess. There’s a fire hydrant right in the middle of that park, it was recently repainted bright red. James Brooks talked to the DNR and there are no endangered species in the park. Lester Doyle has pictures of the legless lizards that do live in the park, but are not on the endangered list. There’s hundreds of cacti in the park. There’s an old car partially buried in the park (this is an old landfill). Elsing – there are a lot of people who walk in this park, and there’s glass and cans all over. Benson – sounds like the best thing to do is get a crew or hire someone to clean the park out. Take the skid steer in there and place a dumpster to put it all in. Ford – I am very protective of the prairie there. We need to clean it up, but we do need to decide what we want that park to be used for. Elsing – Bob Collins bought a bunch of NO HUNTING signs and I put them up in the park, and the neighbors took them down.
8.
Needed improvements in a prioritized manner: Marx – I would like to see a list of all the equipment currently in all our parks, and a prioritized list of what needs to be done at each park. When you’re talking about the parks and what should be done, we need to look at some of the vacant park land the town owns as to whether some could be sold. Ford – I will compile a list from my notes and Goeske’s minutes of this meeting and have it ready for our next meeting.
9.
Appointment of stewards for each park: ARBOR VALLEY – James Bechen is already basically the steward of this park. Patterson – what does a steward do? Bechen – just watch  the park, notice new people in the area, if kids playing in the park make sure they’re behaving. Ford – if anyone knows of someone who lives near each of our parks that might be interested feel free to suggest names. Marx – and each Park Commission member should be named to a park or parks so the stewards have someone to report things to.   
10.
Minutes of last Park Commission meeting: The last Park Commission meeting was on July 9, 2013. Minutes as follows: “The commission members met at Arbor Valley Park and Michael Park (both in Harmony Grove) and Webster Bluff Park in Okee to determine colors and placement of equipment that has been approved for purchase.” Peg Ford, Secretary.
Benson – I personally do not support allowing residents to cut down trees on any town property, even if they’ve signed a Release of Liability form at the town office. We should get estimates from at least 2 professionals trained to do this kind of work. 

11.
Future agenda items: Ford – based on what has been discussed tonight I can prepare an agenda for our next meeting. 
12.
Next meeting date(s): Wednesday, June 17th and Wednesday, July 15th, both @ 6:00.
13.
Adjourn: Mitchell/Patterson motion to adjourn at 8:45 PM; MC 4-0.
April D. Goeske
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