TOWN OF LODI
TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MAY 26, 2015

1. 	Pledge of Allegiance: lead by Chairman Marx.

2. 	Call to order & roll call: Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairman Marx. Board members present: Tom Marx, Bob Benson, James Schommer, James Brooks, and James Bechen. 

Also present: City of Lodi Police Chief Scott Klicko, Columbia County Sheriff Dept. Lt. Wayne Smith, City of Lodi Mayor Paul Fisk, Town Engineer John Lichtenheld of Ayres & Associates, Rod Ripley, owner of Lucky's.

Audience: Vince Miller, Rita Zeimet, Joe Zeimet, Bill Pfeil, Jim Seaton, Karen Koehn, Ingrid Fleming, Gene Fleming, Vickie Nichols, Joe Fobes, Kate Robbins, Rod Ripley, Beverly Baerwolf, John Pickle, Jr., George Williams, Dan Storhoff. 

3. 	Citizen Input: Jim Seaton re: Excessive sound/noise music coming from Lucky’s from 4-10 PM this past Saturday. Bill Pfeil re: speed limit on CTH V in Harmony Grove. Joe Zeimet re: rumor that there’s talk of making Fair St. /Gallagher St. a 3-way stop. Vince Miller re: what’s going on on Fair Street with the speed limit? All 4 will speak when these items are addressed further down in the agenda.

Joe Fobes – I recently received a $425 invoice for a Fire Run. One afternoon I was burning before 6 pm and a Columbia County Sheriff's officer stopped by and told me that I couldn’t burn before 6 pm, so I put the fire out. A couple of days later I waited to burn until after 6 pm, and I end up getting DNR citation for burning on a “burning banned” day (I didn’t check with the DNR prior to burning that day) and then this invoice from the Town of Lodi. Our fire was so hard to see that the fire department initially drove right by. This was no more than a warming fire. We were enjoying our dinner, in our Adirondack chairs outside. We had water hoses nearby in case. Marx – we can put this on the next Town Board agenda. 

Keith Ripp, Wisconsin State Assembly District 42: Trying to finish the State Budget, transportation is one of the areas not done yet. There was a bill that was going to be introduced, but has been held back, to allow counties to add a .5% sales tax to be set aside for transportation. Each municipality would receive a portion. Benson – where do we stand in repealing prevailing wages? Ripp – there’s a hearing on that tomorrow, it did not pass the Senate. Word is there isn’t enough support to repeal it. Bob Benson – it’s a waste of taxpayer money to require us all to pay prevailing wage and receive no extra benefit. Ripp – Fiscal Bureau tells us there’s no savings, but we know there has to be. Gene Fleming – Prevailing wages is a fallacy, what Benson is saying is not true, what the Fiscal Bureau is wrong also. We’ve already seen out-of-state contractors come into Wisconsin and bid projects and try to take our money and run. 

4. 	Columbia County Sheriff’s office regarding ongoing complaints of speed violations on Fair Street and any other issues they need to update the board on: Brooks – we have Lt. Wayne Smith from the Columbia County Sheriff Dept. and Chief Scott Klicko from the Lodi Police Department here this evening. We have had numerous reports and problems with speeding on Fair Street. And it appears that the problem is not going away, even with extra patrol by both the Columbia County Sheriff and Lodi Police Departments. So the recommendation was made to put up stop signs at Fair/Gallagher (making it a 3-way stop). I talked to Chairman Marx and we felt that would be extreme at this time. I went out and looked at Fair Street, and I’ve recommended putting up 2 additional stop signs on Fair Street. I’m hoping that these additional signs will help with the problem. The county has put out markers for the new speed limit signs, but right now they’re in the wrong place. Columbia County Highway Dept. will get out there to put them in correctly. Williams – they are marked correctly today. Brooks – the speeding problem will be addressed again after a reasonable period of time. Benson – what about the digital sign that lets you know how fast you’re going? Smith – the sign has been there several times, but it’s just a nice reminder letting people know how fast they’re going. Other suggestions are speed bumps to slow down traffic. Chief Klicko – I echo what Lt. Smith has stated. Our section of Fair Street abuts the Town’s section. We have set out our speed board, but there are always those frequent fliers that will speed no matter what. But this is not the only street in the City that has a speeding problem. Bechen – how many complaints have we had? Brooks – looking at the report provided there was 20. Marx – I thank you for your efforts, we know it’s a difficult job. Jim Seaton – what is the cause, the reason, for the change in speed limit? Goeske – previous town board, after discussion with the City of Lodi and Columbia County Sheriff office, decided to lower the speed limit from 35 mph in the town's portion of Lodi Street to 25 mph to be the same as the City's portion of Lodi Street. Karen Koehn – STH 113 is 35 mph in the section that is Town but reduces to 25 mph in the City. Chief Klicko – it is relatively large amount of people both county, city and town who are complaining about the speeding. Marx – I have met with City Mayor Fisk several times recently to try to foster cooperation between the City and Town. Ripp – (own property on CTH J): How long since the speed limit was reduced in the town section of Fair St. to 25 mph? Lt. Smith – since about mid-summer 2014. Chief Klicko – sometimes there’s an issue of how fast a vehicle is actually going in people’s perception based on how fast other vehicles are going, and the size of the vehicles. Williams – a motorcycle can come through there at 25 mph but because of the noise they make they sound like they’re going faster. Miller – I’ve lived in that area since 1964 and there’s always been a speeding problem, but now the problem is worse since they reduced it to 25 mph on the Town section. The best way to get accurate information is doing a road study. That’s a heavily congested and tight area. James Bechen – the portable unit, does it capture the data? Lt. Smith – the ones we have don’t record the information. But you can put one of those strips across the road that records information. Zeimet – what is a speed survey? Chief Klicko – have to take in to consideration is the growth of both municipalities which has increased traffic. Williams – the traffic was more when the high school was in that area than it is now. 

Noise complaints this past weekend from Lucky’s on the Lake (in Okee): Brooks – Lucky’s recently erected an outdoor stage and had a band performing on it this past weekend. The sheriff’s department responded to the complaints (about 15), so this situation needs to be addressed. Smith – my understanding is that on Lucky’s lower patio area they did have live music, which being near the water makes the sound carry even further. With the current county ordinance we’re not allowed to do much about calls like this until after 10 pm. After 10 pm it is a violation of the county noise ordinance, and from what I’m told Lucky’s did comply and did not have music after 10 pm. Jim Seaton – I didn’t like the kind of music they were playing, personally. A few years ago I owned a restaurant called Waters Edge and we had live music on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. If I lived in Wisconsin Dells I’d expect this kind of “noise”, but I don’t believe Okee is that kind of area. Okee has a commercial area, but a lot of residential area. So that means tighter control is needed over noise. And starting this Thursday every Thursday will be Biker’s Night at Lucky’s for the summer. I don’t think the people of the town to have to tolerate this. Smith – absent any county or town ordinance we are confined by the 10 pm restriction. So we try to mediate with owners and residents to come up with something that is agreeable to both sides. Another way to diminish the sound is to ask the owner to face the stage towards their building instead of the water. Benson – as someone who lives on Okee Bay across from Lucky’s – Rod Ripley has spent a lot of money to create a great business, and I don’t think we need to adopt more ordinances to regulate this. My goal as a town board member is to work with all parties involved, and to consider Lucky’s improvement to the area. I think we can work this out. Vicki Nichols – we heard the music as well. And we were out Lakeside, and they also had outdoor music. But as a summer culture and outdoors music, I think it’s great for any community to allow this music and bring in the money and revenue to the area. As long as there’s no ruckus or illegal behavior I think it’s good for the area. Rod Ripley – I did hear about the complaints, I did talk to the sheriff’s office, we did ask the sound person with the bad 4x to turn it down. We’re not having bands that large the rest of the summer. I’m working with Columbia County Planning & Zoning about what bands we will be having, when, how we set them up, I will be submitting a full plan to them and the town board. The county ordinance does have a 65 decibels limit, and I do have a meter and will check on that. 

Contract with Columbia County Sheriff Dept.: Brooks – I have gone over the contract with the Columbia County Sheriff, and I’ve talked to Lt. Smith. What is allotted is not always the best, with it being common knowledge of when extra patrol will be. I think we need additional sporadic patrols throughout the town. Another thing about the contract is that currently the town receives no revenue from citations issued. Lt. Smith – once a municipality enters a contract with the sheriff dept. we’re able to enforce the town’s ordinances. But because the town does not have a municipal court it’s hard to enforce them such that the town gets any revenue. Several area municipalities are part of an Eastern Municipal joint court. Brooks – and it appears at this time it’s free to join this joint court. Marx – we have also been talking to the City of Lodi (Mayor Fisk is present) to talk about working with them. Fisk – we’re part of that joint municipal court and it cost us $3,000 to joint at that time. Since that time we’ve recovered more than that in revenues from fines. If you want information on the court structure go to the City of Lodi Ordinances regarding this, all municipalities who are part of this joint court adopt this same ordinance. Marx – we’re listening to the people at the annual town meeting and their concerns about enforcement of town ordinances.

5. 	Roads:

	(a) N. Lake Point drainage project: Marx – there’s been a problem in the N2770 - N2771 area of N. Lake Point Drive for quite a while. So we’ve asked Town Engineer John Lichtenheld to review this problem. Lichtenheld – this has been a long-term reoccurring problem due to the amount of water that comes down the hill and the velocity of that water, and the drains are not sufficient. Need a solution that does more than just move the water somewhere else and create problems elsewhere. So I came up with a design, similar to what was recently done on Cactus Acres Road, using vane grates. I asked both Lanzendorf and Meisters to give me estimates on this. On the Lawrin (N2770) side we’re putting in another inlet and a vane grate. Some pavement would have to be removed on each side. In doing this the Lawrin property is still going to have to do some work of their own, such as paving their driveway and sloping the driveway so that water runs into the inlet and vane grate. Estimate from Lanzendorf is $15,297 and Meister is $26,000. Benson – if the town does their part and Lawrin’s don’t do there’s what happens? Lichtenheld – I wouldn’t even start the town’s part until Lawrin agrees to do their part at the same time. Brooks – have we thought of any kind of curb and gutter in this area? Lichtenheld – doing what I’ve proposed will let us know how it’s going to work for the future. Brooks – but if we do the work and spend all the money will we be wasting the money? Lichtenheld – it won’t be a waste of money. Marx – there is an underground storm sewer easement under the Baerwolf property, so I believe the agreement was to keep the water running underground. Bechen – so there is water that is coming down N. Lake Point Drive, Deer Run, Lake View Drive … vanes do a good job on Cactus Acres, but can they handle this amount of water? Lichtenheld – I’ve had these installed in Middleton and they’ve handled it. Bechen – would it be better to try to capture some of the water before it gets to Lawrin’s driveway instead of after? Lichtenheld – what I’m trying to do is use the existing storm sewer rather than having to build additional storm sewer. Bechen – so the water that running into the existing storm sewer now just runs into the lake? Pickle – there’s 6 entrances to that existing storm sewer already. But because of the lay of the land some of them don’t work like they should. Bechen – it we put a second vane grate near Deer Run that would help? Pickle – yes. Marx – what we do need to do is address the problem. I ask Baerwolf, Pickle, and Lichtenheld … do you think this is a start, do we take this action, or do we go to something more expensive. Lichtenheld – I think with having Lawrin pave and slope her driveway, and having the town do this work, we will see how much it solves the problems. If more is needed, then we can look at another vane grate up near Deer Run. Benson – Lichtenheld IS our town engineer and we pay him to give us input on things like this. I think it’s time to get off our butts and start doing something. Schommer – I agree with that, we’ve retained Lichtenheld and we should listen to him. But we need to make sure that Lawrin is on track with doing this also. Lichtenheld – I think Lawrin is on with this. Bechen – I agree that we trust Lichtenheld to make decisions for the town and this is a good start on resolving this issue. Brooks – it is a good first start, but what other money will we end up throwing at it? Is the 24” storm sewer going to be big enough of we end up adding a vane grate on Deer Run? Lichtenheld – not in huge storms. Bev Baerwolf – does the ditch that my neighbors dug into my property have to stay there? Lichtenheld - it shouldn't have to once this work is done

Bechen/Schommer motion to approve 05/21/2015 Proposal #04172103 from Lanzendorf Excavation & Landscape for the amount of $15,297.31; must be done in conjunction with work being done for Nirwal Group LLC/Jeanne Lawrin, owner of Parcel 11022-77.01 @ N2770 N. Lake Point Drive; MC 5-0

	(b) Airport Road drainage issue @ W10615: Benson/Schommer motion to approve 05/22/2015 Proposal #04172104 from Lanzendorf Excavation & Landscape for the amount of $7,356.00; MC 5-0.

	(c) Dalton Road ditching project: Bechen – we have an estimate of $7,272.68 from Columbia County Highway Dept.; could we also get estimates from Lanzendorf and Meister? Marx – we certainly could do that. Bechen/Schommer motion to get additional estimates for this project; MC 5-0.

	(d) S. County Line Road, Riddle Road, and Hillestad Road: S. County Line Road: Marx – when I took a road tour with Don Nichols of Columbia County Highway Dept. our roads are in some of the best shape in the county. But S. County Line Road is in terrible shape. There’s culverts collapsing and overall general bad condition. But this road has alternating sections that are in the Town of Lodi, Town of Dane and Town of Arlington. Benson – in the past the reasons for not working on this road is because of the low traffic volume. Benson/Brooks motion to have S. County Line Road bid out to be done in sections; MC 5-0. Bechen – we’re talking about spending ½ of our Street Outlay budget on a road that only has 2 town properties on it, so I’d have a problem spending this kind of money on it.

Riddle Road & Hillestad Road: Benson/Bechen motion to get proposals from other contracts; MC 5-0.

	(e) Linda Circle boat launch: Marx – permits were issued by DNR late last fall, and county highway said they’d do the work this Spring, but work hasn’t been done to-date.

Benson/Brooks to table this until estimate(s) received; MC 5-0.

Bechen – I’ve received phone calls from residents in the area of this Linda Circle boat launch and the W. Harmony boat launch where the problem of power loading is causing problems there. I think we should limit the size of the boat traffic allowed at the W. Harmony boat launch to canoes and kayaks. Goeske – we have to check the DNR requirements for the boat launches on the lagoons from when the DNR issued permits even allowing the lagoons to be created and developed.

Benson/Bechen motion to table this; MC 5-0.

	(f) Speed limit on CTH V between Smith Road & Airport Road: Marx – a previous town board made a motion and submitted it to Columbia County to make the speed limit in this area 45 mph rather than the 35 mph being proposed by the county at the time. Brooks – I’d like to see the speed limit to go back to the original 55 mph, but I’d also like to talk to residents in that area. Benson – I was on the previous board and voted for the 45 mph. And this area is not as highly populated as the area that is 35 mph further into Harmony Grove. Bechen – local resident Joe Zeimet actual has the most knowledge of this subject, he’s actually researched the WI DOT regulations and laws regarding the speed limit. A safety study was never done, as required by state law. But I think you’d have a tough time getting the County Safety Committee to increase it to 45 mph. Schommer – I still think the 35 mph was too extreme, and agree with the board’s recommendation of 45 mph. Brooks – I think this is an outcry and something residents feel strongly about, that the 55 mph speed limit didn’t need to be changed. Marx – I think you always start with the citizens. Gene Fleming – I’ve lived in HG since 1996, and this section of CTH V was always 55 mph. It was changed with no notice to any residents. Bill Pfeil – I’m one who fought for 10+ years to get the speed limit lowered to 35 mph in that section. There’s a lot more traffic now than there was 10+ years ago. It’s not worth the liability to increase it back up from 35 mph. It doesn’t save that much time, it’s not worth the life of anyone. Joe Zeimet – I’ve spent a lot of time looking into this after the speed limit was lowered. The WI Hwy Safety Council and WI Hwy Engineering Council both state that people drive what they perceive is a safe speed limit based on what 80% of the drivers are driving in an area. I think the town board erred in reducing the speed limit to 25 mph on Fair Street, and erred in recommending lowering this area to 45 mph – both done without any studies. Why should just a few number of people be able to influence what so many have to deal with? I agree with Brooks that the speed limit to go back to 55 mph. During my conversations I talked to 4 engineers who work for WI DOT and they all agreed that the speed limit decrease was not done right. Brooks – Pfeil is before us opposing raising the speed limit from 35 mph, but I have a whole lot of people I’ve talked to who don’t agree with the 35 mph reduction.

Brooks/Bechen motion to request the county return the speed limit to 55 mph and to do a speed study; MC 3-2 (Marx, Brooks, Bechen - yes; Schommer, Benson - no).

Benson – I think the speed study needs to be done first. Brooks – the speed study is worthless unless done at a 55 mph speed limit. Joe Fobes – can we look at comparable roads? 

	(g) Updates on CTH V construction, Summerville Park Road signs, Crackfilling, Park Street boat launch repair. Nothing to report on CTH V, Summerville Park, and Crackfilling. The Park Street boat launch has been repaired.

6. 1 month new Class B Intoxicating Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage Licenses (06/01/15 - 06/30/15): 

	Fitz's Pub & Grill, Inc.
	Mark Obois
	W11602 County Road V
	Lodi, WI 53555

Schommer/Benson motion to approve licenses for above; MC 5-0.

7. 1 year License Renewals (07/01/2015 - 06/30/2016):

	(a) Intoxicating Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage Licenses (07/01/15-06/30/16):

		AMARSON'S INC. (Harmony Grove BP)
		N2695 Park Street
		Rattan S. Ghotra
		Class A Combination Intoxicating Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage

		FITZ'S PUB & GRILL, INC.
		W11602 County Road V
		Mark Obois
		Class B Combination Intoxicating Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage

		KD’S BAR & GRILL, LLC
		N1434 Fair Street
		Katie D. Larrabee
		Class B Combination Intoxicating Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage

		LUCKY'S ON THE LAKE, LLC
		W11579 County Road V
		Rodney Ripley
		Class B Combination Intoxicating Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage

		SMOKEY HOLLOW CAMPGROUND, LLC
		W9935 McGowan Road
		Bud Styer
		Class B Combination Intoxicating Liquor & Fermented Malt Beverage

Benson/Bechen motion to approve all Intoxicating Liquors and Fermented Malt Beverages licenses above contingent upon payment of all fees and passing of building inspection; MC 5-0.

	(b) Cigarette & Tobacco Products Retail License Renewals (07/01/15-06/30/16):
		Amarson’s Inc. (Harmony Grove BP)
		KD's Bar & Grill, LLC
		Lucky's on the Lake, LLC
		Smokey Hollow Campground, LLC

Brooks/Schommer motion to approve Cigarette & Tobacco Products Retail Licenses to above; MC 5-0.

8. Animal Control Officer services (current extended contract with Gary Paepke expires 06/30/15): Gary Paepke was requested to be present, he is not here. Benson – we had questions for Gary when we renewed his contract, and he was able to answer at the time. To be honest, there aren’t people begging for this job. Brooks – when I went around campaigning at least 5 people told me they’ve called Gary and he’s not responded. I know Gary, but if we can’t show the people what we’re paying for how can we justify what we’re paying. Have we opened up bid for Animal Control officer?

Benson/Brooks motion to extend the current contract 30 days, until July 31st, and require Gary to be present at the June meeting; MC 5-0

Benson – we need to make sure of the scope of the animal control problem and what our alternatives are. Gene Fleming – the issue with Gary Paepke not responding has been going on for a long time, as far back as when Char Brereton was Town Chairman. 

9. Contest for Town Logo/Symbol: Marx – I would like to have a contest among town residents for a town logo/symbol. Brooks – I think it’d be great to work with the schools as a project. 

Benson/Brooks motion to table this until it can be done during the school district; MC 5-0.

10. Revisions to Ordinance Chapter 11 Building & Construction Codes, Subchapter 4 - Fences, Section 11.51 Hedges & Fences, (h) Fences Enclosing Swimming Pools: – Benson – I voted against the original ordinance because it made no sense to require a 4’ fence around a 4’ pool. If we’re going to require those to be fenced, why not require a fence around Lake Wisconsin. 

Benson/Bechen motion to approve Ordinance No. 2015-04. Discussion: In the State of Florida, which has kept track of every single pool in their state, the most affected age group of drownings are ages 2-4. Thus FL has a law that requires an alarm that goes off when anything falls into the pool. But there were more drownings in buckets of water, bathtubs, etc… Marx – we also recognize that there are now covers for pools that didn’t exist when the ordinance was originally adopted. Bechen – pools less than 48” in height DO need to have a fence around them. 

Benson/Bechen motion to rescind their above motion and 2nd; MC 5-0.

Benson/Bechen motion to adopt an ordinance worded the same as City of Lodi Ordinance 340.18 (F) "Swimming pools. Prior to the time when any water is placed in a swimming pool, the swimming pool shall be surrounded by a security fence that is a minimum of four feet in height. All gates shall be secured when the pool is unattended. Aboveground pools with a wall four feet in height or higher shall not require a fence; however, ladders for these pools shall be removed when not in use and steps to decks abutting these pools shall be secured with gates when unattended" with the addition of (b) from Ordinance 2015-04 "A fence shall not be required for spas or hot tubs that have hard covers that can be locked in place, or swimming pools with power safety covers that meet the standards set forth in ASTM F 1346-91. All such covers shall be put in place and locked when not in use or directly monitored by an adult"; MC 5-0.

11. Discussion regarding Ordinance Chapter 8 Offenses & Nuisances, Section 8.01 Public Nuisances; (5) Junked & Abandoned Cars: Marx – I put this on the agenda because it was brought up by citizens at the April 2015 Annual meeting, and James Brooks asked at our last meeting that this be on this agenda. Brooks – I have been going through the town’s ordinances, which haven’t been worked on since the late 1980’s, and our ordinances are very lacking. I am hoping to prepare an entire package of ordinances to amend and add. Benson – I’ve always wondered what the town could do about problems like this, and it seemed nothing ever got done. I’d like to defer this until we have an ordinance that we CAN enforce. We need to take a serious look at this. Marx – I know that the county would not enforce Dekorra’s ordinances, so that is why they have a Constable.  Brooks – our ordinances should simply state things such as you have 30 days to remove the nuisance or you get a fine. Gene Fleming: I present to you tonight a heavily redacted letter from an anonymous realtor which states that the value of my property is decreased by $10,000 - $15,000 due to lack of ability to enforce ordinances such as this one. Ingrid Fleming – I wish the board members would drive through our area and ask yourself if you’d want to live or buy next to these places. Joe Zeimet – I would like to see more than just James Brooks working on ordinances, maybe some citizens working with him.

Bechen/Marx motion to instruct our town attorney follow-up on ordinance violations he’s been informed of; MC 5-0.

12. Transfer Site:

(a) Hiring of new Assistant Operator: Marx – we had 2 applications on file for this position, but one has since withdrawn their application. I and Lead Transfer Site Operator Rick Waugh recently interviewed Steven DeMars.

Benson/Brooks motion to hire Steven DeMars; MC 5-0.

(b) Roof: Benson – the header needs to be raised because the skid steer is a very tight fit right now. Brooks – is the skid steer working? Benson – so far this one is working out fine. 

Schommer/Brooks motion to approve Leon’s Roofing & Siding, Inc. for $2,995, plus raising header 8” and replace any rotting boards in the roof at the rate of $50/hour plus materials; MC 5-0. 

(c) Security System: Benson – has there been any discussion with anyone who could finish installing it? Marx – not to-date. Brooks – what’s the purpose of it? Benson – we have had some instances where the security from the Gun Club at the gate helped. Could we use the security system better here at the town hall? We should find someone who can advise us on that.

(d) Skid Steer Update: Benson – it is a very nice piece of equipment and it’s working great at the site. I would like us to consider a release of liability that would allow our transfer site operator to use the skid steer to loan mulch into trucks. We could have a small cost for each bucket loan, the person who would come to the town hall, fill out a form, and pay the fee. We should look at putting a snowblower rather than a blade on it. We also should look at putting cement pads under the dumpsters that don’t have them, and maybe blacktop the areas people drive in. Brooks – can we hold off one year and see if the bucket will work for clearing snow? The oversized bucket we have is what is known as a snow bucket. Benson – I don’t think it would work. 

13. Appointment of Liaison to Harmony Grove Sanitary District: Marx recommends James Bechen.

Benson/Schommer motion to approve James Bechen as Liaison to the Harmony Grove Sanitary District; MC 5-0.

14. Appointment of Liaison to Harmony Grove Lake Protection District: Marx recommends James Bechen. 

Benson/Schommer motion to approve James Bechen as Liaison to the Harmony Grove Lake Protection District; MC 5-0.

15. Clerk-Treasurer:

(a) Town Board meeting minutes of April 28, 2015: Schommer/Benson motion to approve minutes as prepared/presented; MC 5-0.

(b) Revenues vs. Expenditures as of May 22, 2015:	Revenues:		$589,921.94
								Expenditures:		$344,814.07
								Balance:		$245,107.87

(c) Payment of Bills: Schommer/Bechen to approve payment of mortgage payment plus checks #20586 through #20216 for a total of $35,147.76; MC 5-0.

(d) Building Permit Report: 

	Lodi
	Lodi
	
	Town of Lodi
	
	

	Issue
	Permit
	
	2015 Building Permits
	
	

	Date
	#15-
	Site Address
	Owner/Contractor
	Est. Cost
	Description

	12/19/14
	88
	W10964 W. Harmony Dr.
	Samuel Moen
	not stated
	remodel

	12/24/14
	91
	N2779 Summerville Park Rd.
	Dave Finley
	8,000.00
	finish basement

	01/09/15
	01
	W11056 Bayview Dr.
	Mike & Cindy Fobes
	250,000.00
	L10-038 renewal

	02/04/15
	02
	N2590 Michael Dr.
	Brad Ellerman
	
	finish bathroom

	02/12/15
	03
	W11265 Red Cedar Dr.
	Mike Steinhoff/Ryan
	
	repair fire damage

	02/13/15
	04
	N1755 Ryan Rd.
	James Wagner
	25,000.00
	remodel

	02/20/15
	05
	W11603 Demynck Rd.
	Brian Folz/High Country
	1,200.00
	electric panel repl

	02/26/15
	06
	N2843 Smith Rd.
	Jeff/Cheri Snyder
	68,000.00
	shop/storage

	02/27/15
	07
	N2360 Summerville Park Rd.
	Gregg Wellner
	30,000.00
	remodel kitchen/bath

	03/05/15
	08
	N1434 Fair St.
	KD's/Brian Lane
	
	remodel

	03/16/15
	10
	W11415 High Point Rd.
	Brandon/Stephanie Ballweg
	597,000.00
	NEW HOME

	03/17/15
	11
	N2493 Rapp Rd.
	Scott Ness
	35,000.00
	new roof line

	03/17/15
	12
	W10873 W. Harmony Dr.
	Kris Baker
	90,000.00
	addition

	03/31/15
	13
	W10456 CTH V
	Steven Beutler
	60,000.00
	Ag building

	03/31/15
	14
	N1755 Ryan Rd.
	James/Bonnie Wagner
	15,000.00
	front porch addition

	04/08/15
	15
	W10921 Arbor Valley Rd.
	Jessica Mabin
	
	deck

	04/13/15
	16
	W10943 Bay View Dr.
	Andrew/Danielle Prell
	4,500.00
	deck

	04/14/15
	17
	Cactus Acres Road
	Clint/Julie Ziegler
	n/a
	access/driveway

	04/14/15
	18
	N2770 N. Lake Point Dr.
	Jeanne Lawrin
	n/a
	replace elec serv box

	04/21/15
	19
	Arbor Valley Rd.
	Erwin/Mary Luckmann
	n/a
	access/driveway

	04/21/15
	20
	W11347 Red Cedar Dr.
	Kevin Ludlum
	n/a
	raze old mobile home

	04/21/15
	21
	W11072 W. Harmony Dr.
	Bob Allen
	
	10 x 10 shed

	04/27/15
	22
	W10929 Arbor Valley Rd.
	Erwin/Mary Luckmann
	261,996.00
	NEW HOME

	04/27/15
	23
	N2561 County Road V
	Bill/Sue Pfeil
	11,000.00
	screen porch




(e) Communications: See 05/18/15 "News You Can Use!" from Town Chairman Tom Marx - pages 10 of 10 at the end of these minutes.

16. Commission/Committee Reports: Plan Commission: Bechen – the biggest issue before the Plan Commission was Parcel 232 request to rezone from Ag to Residential, with about 40 residents present, none of whom were in favor of the rezone. But there is a multitude of problems with this property and a lot of work that would need to be done. Marx – the other item was the Ness proposal, which also has several issues that need to be resolved before it can move forward. But this proposal was well received and adjacent property owners were in favor. Fire Commission: Brooks – the LAFD building is extremely old and needs about $80,000 in repairs. The commission asked the Fire Chief to collect estimates of all the repairs needed. When trucks are ordered everything ends up being special ordered because of the small size of the fire station. The EMS building is also old. So with the new change in leadership of both the LAFD and EMS the atmosphere is open to the possibility of a new combined LAFD & EMS building. Marx – I think if they’re beginning to talk about buildings it needs to be on their agendas. 

17. Upcoming meeting/event dates: June 2 HG Sanitary District Board; June 17 Fire Commission @ 5 PM; June 18 Plan Commission; June 18 EMS Commission @ 7 PM; June 24 Okee Sanitary District Board; Monday, June 29* Town Board @ 6 PM; June 30 Open Book 4:00-7:00 PM. *Town Board meeting moved up one day, to June 29th, due to Open Book at June 30th.

18. Future agenda items: Insurance agent at next meeting, boat landings, Gary Paepke, ordinances, 

19. Adjourn: Benson/Brooks motion to adjourn at 9:45 PM; MC 5-0.


April D. Goeske
Clerk-Treasurer















News You Can Use!
May 18, 2015

It’s been about a month since the election and I want to make sure that I live up to my promise to communicate information to Town residents about what your local government is doing.
Transfer Site
We are making progress on some issues that are important to Town residents.  Much of the progress is related to the Transfer Site.  First, the Board approved opening the Exchange Table again and it is working well!  Just so you are aware, we will not be taking motorized items such as lawn mowers, snow blowers, etc. at the exchange table.  We will also not be taking infant car seats that are outdated at the exchange table either.  Both of these categories of items will be accepted at the transfer site as junk, just not at the exchange table.
The Board also approved leasing a skid steer for use primarily at the Transfer Site.  This will enable us to turn the mulch piles and to plow snow at the site during the winter months.  It will also be used for other activities at the site and can be used to do work in our parks, if necessary.  This will save the Town money by not contracting out these services.  The skid steer has been delivered and is already in use!  I would like to thank Bob Benson for all his hard work getting all the information together so that we could make an informed decision.  
We also have the ability to burn brush again at the Transfer Site!  Stander's Sanitary Service was kind enough to loan us a 1,000 gallon tank for use to put out hot coals and to keep fires used to burn brush under control.  The DNR has accepted this method and the Town has had a permit issued.  This will save the Town money by not needing to have branches and brush chipped.  I would like to thank Stander's Sanitary Service and more specifically Mark Hamilton, for allowing us to use the tank!!!!  I would also like to thank Rick Waugh for coordinating everything with Stander's Sanitary Service
Mileage Policy
The Board also approved changing the mileage policy for Town Board members to not allow mileage within the Town limits, except under very limited circumstances and then only if it is approved in advance.  This will save the Town approximately $300.00 per month!!!
Town Roads 
Crack-filing has been approved for Riddle Road, Hillestad Road and Richards Road.  Also, other roads are being considered for pavement projects.  Drainage issues in Harmony Grove have been looked at and the Town has asked for estimates for problems on Airport Road and North Lake Point Drive. 
Annual Meeting Topics
At the Annual Town Meeting residents expressed concerns on a number of topics.  Some of these topics include: Nuisances and Junked and Abandoned Vehicles, Dogs being unleashed; and the possibility of the Town getting a tornado siren.  All of these topics are being discussed and we will have more information about actions the Board intends to take coming up soon.  
Topics at the Next Board Meeting
The following is not an all-inclusive list but I want to make you aware of a couple other topics and may be discussed at the Board Meeting that will be held on May 26th.  Changes to the Fence Ordinance may be discussed, as it relates to swimming pools.  Also, the speed limit between River Road and Smith Road on County Highway V may be discussed.  Since the Town currently does not have a Town logo, I am proposing a contest so that we can better identify our Town. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, there is much more happening in the Town but I have tried to hit the highlights.  If you have comments, concerns or input into any of the topics mentioned, please feel free to give any of the Board members a call or send us an email.  The Town telephone number and email address along with the telephone numbers and email addresses for Board members are all on the Town website.

Tom Marx, Chairman 											
Town of Lodi
[bookmark: _GoBack]608-770-7370
Email: tom.marx@twnlodi.com  
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